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On Nov. 9, the government implemented an electricity rationing plan for public and non-essential
facilities. The restrictions were imposed because of a severe drought, which severely reduced water
supply to major hydroelectric plants, threatening to shut down those generators. Government
officials said the restrictions could be extended to commercial and private residences if the drought
continues. Ecuador relies on hydroelectric production for about 70% of its electricity needs. Three
huge generators Paute, Pisayambe, and Agoyan supply nearly 80% of the country's hydroelectric
output, but all three plants are located in the south-eastern Amazonian regions, where the effects
of the drought have been worst. By the second week of November, water levels in the reservoir
that feeds Paute the nation's biggest plant had dropped from the normal 1,990 meters to just 1,960,
slowing the water pumping capacity at the generator from the usual average of 120 cubic meters
per second to just 29. Spokespersons from the State Electricity Institute (Instituto Ecuatoriano de
Electrificacion) warn that the plant could shut down altogether if the drought continues, since the
reservoir must have at least 1,940 meters for Paute to operate without endangering the generator. As
a result, on Nov. 10, the electricity institute ordered the country's 17 electric distributing companies
to cut energy supply in all public places by 50% in the evenings. The measure affects nearly all
public offices, parks, monuments, signs and neon lights. Many streets and avenues in the two largest
cities Quito and Guayaquil are now also blacked out, and all evening sports events have been
suspended, with the country's 72 stadiums and 55 sports fields closed to the public. In addition, the
government may set the clocks ahead by one hour in December. Officials believe these measures
will save about 10% of the nation's stored electricity supply. To compensate for the energy deficit,
the government accelerated negotiations to buy thermoelectric generators from outside the country.
Three such generators have already been purchased and are awaiting installation at Guayaquil port.
Despite these efforts, officials warn that if the drought continues, the government will be forced to
begin rationing electricity among commercial enterprises and private residences. Such emergency
measures were considered a last resort to be postponed until the beginning of January, but officials
now complain that the lack of conservation practices among private consumers is pushing the
country to the brink of crisis. According to Edgar Santos, general manager of the Empresa Electrica
in Quito, private electricity consumption in the capital grew from 134.3 million kilowat hours in
September to 139.4 million in October, despite government propaganda imploring conservation.
In fact, beginning in December, the government will likely force all evening leisure centers bars,
discotheques, restaurants, and others to shut down after 10:00 PM. (Sources: Agence France-Presse,
11/07/92, 11/09/92, 11/11/92; Notimex, 11/11/92)
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